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) ”'lafta UK is a one of a Idnd, amateur Yalcs!'ragana troupe in the UK Thcg
4 ' Prc_'sc:nt the E}adagu Thittu 51:51:: of Yakshagana. Fchor‘ming authentic
'-."r-i‘iksl'iagana of coastal Karnata]{a, the group have enthralled audiences across the
UK with their eye-catching costumes and music. |n harmony with the traditional
v, & ’:1
Practicr::5 of Yakshagana troupes back hame, the UK collective do not use
theatrical costumes or n*.rakr:up.

Dr Guruprasac] Fatwa[; haiiing from E)Hndoﬂr n Karnataka and now a racticing
GF in [ Doncaster, founded E)agalaata UK with the 5031 of Prumotiﬂg akshagana
in the UK and Europf:. 5fm:+f: its inception, he has advocated for the art form and
erformed at majcar |nternational Arts chtivals in the UK a[ungsic:le Mr Yﬂgindra
KAarava nthe. E)agafatta UK has grown in prominence, attracting audiences from all
around the country. Ourﬂagbcarﬂrﬁ, Cﬂrifjj Fraﬁacl_. has carried the mantle forward
and pertorms YaE:ahagana at various events with the sole purpose of introducin
and Prﬂmuting this art. ]’11’5 hard work and dedication comprise the backbone of this

gl"CI'UP.

Tt‘lﬂ Pam:lr:mic: atfected a lot of Yakﬁhagana artists anaﬂcia”y; cmplﬁaﬁiﬁing the
unfortunate rcaiity where Yai(:a}‘lagana is a rich art, but with poor artists. During the
Pandﬂmic, Dr GuruPr‘asad Fatwa[ began online Yakshagana c.[355¢5, which was
overseen and continued 135 Mr Giirish |rasad. | he money raised was used to }wlp
poor Yaks-]ﬁaga na artists families back home. Mr Slﬁridlﬂara Caniga, who is
currcntlg the main Strcc VESI"IE artist in Mara nakatte Yakshagaﬂa Mc'a, ]’)ClPCCI
[Dr Fatw.ali and Gifiﬁl’l Frasacl In a:orlductiﬂg these classes Dnlinc, and later with
arranging costumes for the shows. We have now I;:rought tr::-gf:tl'lar a collective of
enthusiastic artists here in I:_ngia nd, who are now rcady to pﬂrgorm Yakshagana at
a level closer to PFO{:CSSEGHEIE back home.




| ‘dance student at age |35. She spent 5 years as a full-time student, l:arn'ing and .

In E)a“et, Contcmpﬂrarg, Jazz, TEP, Mﬂc]f:rn anciz
5Pani51h Dance.

During these years, she Pacherf:d in annual shows, |¢aming different solo
variations from ballets, such as T he Nutcracker (Pcrforming as | he Snow Qucen)
and Slccping E)cautg l:fcrlcmrming as | he ]:Engcr l:airg) and many more, as well as

. ,i?iagrﬂﬁﬁing to an advanced level

Pcr[:orming In a varir:tH ot genres mentioned Ercviou:al&. Slu: also took part in annual

Pcrf:crmanccS on tour with the coilc‘gﬁj which visited various Primarg and sccondarﬂ

schools across the cou ntry.

Sc}l:ahif: graduatcd after the 3 years, achiaving her Le:uel é Diploma in [ rofessional
Dancc at age 138. AF’ccr ti-wfs, she decided to have a career changc, and ventured
more dee 15 into the fitness iﬂcfustrﬁ_, where she now is higHH qua[f{:itcﬂ In Filatcs,

[~ xercise _]Ehcra Y and Personal “rraining] while also tcaching a var‘ir:ty of Stﬂlﬂ.ﬁ of

dance classes. She gainecl these qualifications thr‘oug]ncut a pf:riod of 1-2 years,

started teaching classes online anj then moved into her bouticlur:': private studio in

Cl‘lt‘.:‘?t’ﬂl‘" once it was r::aciﬂ.

SDPHE has clc&ignccl this studio to be a ca!miﬂg, nurturing environment, as one of

her main focuses is on catering for those with Autism and 56;‘150!‘9 Froccssing

Diﬁordc’:r, like herself.




_ﬁi.:Maﬂur E)l‘laratanatyam dance school is led bf:.' Mrs u:aha Rao, an established
h;a”r:atanatgam dance artist, c]':oreograph::r, and teacher. Fassionatc to teach and
E_Prcacl this ancient dance {:Drmj USI'IB established Sai Maﬂur E)l‘:aratanatgam
Dance 5::1'100] in 201 %. E)rouglﬁt up in a cultural and intc”ﬁ:ctuauﬂ rich environment,
(_,lsha Pur5urf:d both her interest in science and art. 5}1».:: started |ﬂarning
E)haratanatgam at the age of 6 and continued to train in MHSDI‘& bani under the
tutclagc of Mrs Srivalli Ambarish, who was vaotal In rc'i:iniﬂg her tECI‘II’!fCiUE and
introduced her to the world of abi'linaltja. Sl'lc also had the GPPorfunitH to Etudy
Carnatic music, \Veena and Mriclangam to aid her main interest in E)}‘laratanatgam.
Al{mgﬁidc teac}ﬂ'ng and Pur5uing herinterest in E)Haratanatyam, she is a
Con5u|tant Obstctrician and Gynaﬂcologist and has been work{ng as a consultant

in the NHS for the Past 15 years.

Hﬁr students have Pf:rformf:cl IN various Joca],
rﬂgionaL and international Plat'&)rm& Onf: of her
senior students, reached the top 20 in BBC
young dancers’ cc:rm!:)ctftimn in 2022. Stuc!cntﬁ have
also E.-uccrass{:ung CDmPlctcci the ISTD gl'adcd
exams at various levels. Frl’:rcugh herguiclancc 6
students have 5ucca55¥u|[y camp[ﬂtﬂd their
Arangctram so far. Amﬂngﬁt her acco!adcﬁ, she
curated a show based on the cpic Ramaﬂa na which
was very well received. }r'. March of this year her
dance troup-: CGmPﬁtﬁ:d in the Northwest dance
campﬂtiticn and won first PIHC{E in classical fusion
category. [Her objcctive is not oni‘g to teach her
students this beautiful art form, but to imPra:Jw: their
confidence and self-belief so t]‘lEH can contribute to

society, bringing happinﬁas and peace.






