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Safeguarding Policy
Every child has the right to enjoy the arts and related activities without bullying, intimidation, and harassment. The purpose of the safeguarding policy is to ensure that every child that attends our dance school is safe and protected from harm. 
Sai Mayur Bharatanatyam Dance School and its volunteers are committed to ensuring safe environments for children and young people and believe that it is always unacceptable for a child or young person to experience abuse of any kind. We recognize our responsibility to safeguard the welfare of all children and young people by a commitment to recommend best practice which protects them.
All staff have a responsibility to ensure that children have a safe environment to learn in. All staff have a responsibility to ensure any allegations of abuse are reported to the appropriate authorities. 
This policy applies to our paid staff, volunteers, students, or anyone working on behalf of the dance school.
We recognise that:
All children, regardless of age, disability, gender, racial heritage, religious belief, sexual orientation, or identity, have the right to equal protection from all types of harm or abuse.
Working in partnership with children, young people, their parents, carers, and other agencies is essential in promoting young people’s welfare.
The purpose of the policy is:
· to provide protection for the children and young people who participate in our shows, exams, or any other activities.
· to provide staff and volunteers with guidance on procedures they should adopt if they suspect a child or young person may be experiencing or be at risk of harm.
· Where children are at significant risk, staff have a duty of care to take immediate action. 
We will seek to safeguard children and young people by:
· valuing them, listening to, and respecting them
· when necessary, giving feedback that is constructive with the use of non-threatening or upsetting language.
· adopting child protection guidelines through procedures and safe working practice for staff and volunteers

· ensuring any first aid is administered by a trained first aider in the presence of another adult and ensuring that the school director is informed.
· using appropriate physical contact in order for dance technique to be corrected e.g. correcting postural alignment relating to safe practice.
· recruiting staff and volunteers safely, ensuring all necessary checks are made.
· sharing information about child protection and safe working practice with children, parents, staff, and volunteers.
· sharing information about concerns with agencies who need to know and involve parents and children appropriately.
· providing effective management for staff and volunteers through supervision, support, and training
Venue

All classes run from either:

Caldy Valley Neighbourhood Church, 31 Caldy Valley Road, Great Boughton, 
Chester, CH3 5PR
or
Rossett & Burton Village Hall, Station Road, Rossett, LL12 0HE

At the end of lessons, children will only be dismissed to an appropriate and known adult. If these collection arrangements change, the class teacher must be notified prior to the lesson.

First Aid
Emergency First Aid kits are available for use in each hall and are kept in the kitchen in both venues. All designated first aiders have appropriate training and have DBS check. If first aid is required, it should be administered by a trained first aider in the presence of another adult, and the Manager should be informed.
Designated first aiders for the school.
· Dr Sanath Kumar Shetty
· Dr Suma Payadi
· Dr Shilpa Rohit Rao
· Sophie Sykes




Volunteers 
Volunteers have DBS checks, and these certificates are with the Dr Usha Rao, Director of the dance school. All volunteers have regular training in safeguarding, data protection and health and safety.
Dedicated volunteers are:
· Dr Sanath Kumar Shetty
· Dr Kalpana
· Madhuri Velaga
· Sophie Sykes
· Soumya Saladi
Running safe classes and events
Arrangements are in place to ensure that the physical risks associated with the activities undertaken by children and young people at Sai Mayur Bharatnatyam Dance School are identified and managed. 
Application of policy

This policy relates to children under the age of 18 years. 

School personnel

The designated Safeguarding Lead is the key point of contact for all staff concerning any safeguarding issues they may have and will ensure that all staff have completed the appropriate level of safeguarding training for their role. Any concerns/conversations will be taken seriously and will be documented and dated at the time of disclosure. Any disclosures may be shared with an appropriate third party.
Policy review

The designated Safeguarding Lead will review this policy annually, or sooner considering any changes in legislation or guidance. All changes will be communicated to our members with immediate effect.
In doing this, they will look to the Imperial Society of Teachers of Dancing for support and that body, in turn, will look to other agencies for evidence of good practice, most notably the Arts Council of England and NSPCC policy guidelines. 
Sai Mayur Bharatanatyam Dance School possesses public liability insurance for the protection of staff and students. 
All staff current and in the future, are required to have a DBS check of (disclosure and barring service) which the Director keeps a copy of.


SAFEGUARDING CONTACTS

	Emergency contacts:

POLICE 999 or 101
	Safeguarding lead: 
Dr Usha Rao
Mob: 07737476834
saimayurdance@gmail.com


	Local Authority

Cheshire west + Chester
· adult services: 03001237034
· children’s services: 03001237047
· local social services out of hours :01244 977277 (adults and children)
Wrexham county borough council
· SPOAchildren@wrexham.gov.uk or calling the Children’s Single Point of Access (SPoA) on 01978 292039
· 0345 053 3116(out of hours)
	Reporting safeguarding concerns, help and guidance.

Local safeguarding officers

· Dr Usha Rao, 07737476834
· Caldy valley community hall- Pauline Edwards, 07743436110
· Rossett Village hall – Dot Bowman


	Helplines
· Police non-emergency  101
· NSPCC  08088005000
· Childline 08001111
· National domestic abuse helpline  08082000247
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